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ir, s iibur A. Orr

Crr & Kopecisy

Attorasys at Layw

Poct Cffice Becz 128
Vashianton, Gesrgia 3M7J

Dear tr, Cr12

This {2 fn reference o tha chences in
pollin; place for ¥ilitis Dletricte 163, 174,
175 and 178 and the changes in methol of slection
for the Board of E&kication snd the Bo:ré of
Coxzissionsrs of Bords and Revenuses of Wilkes
County, Goorgia, smubuittsd to the Attorney Ceneral
prrezent to Sertion S5 of the Voting Rights Act of
19.5, as s=onded, TYour $etalsslict was secelived on
A-zil 9, 1576. The chances in cethod of electiom
scbcitted include ghe at-large election with
sandidate revidency requirecnts and m=bered
posts for the Basrd of Education and the et-large
ele:tion with cendidate resicency rervireseonts anc
stagzered tarmz for the Board of Cosx:lssioasrs.

The Attorsey Genstral does not interpose any
obje~tioa to the chznzes ia polling clsces, Hovever,
ve fecl a Tespoasibility ¢o point ost that Section 5
of ghe Voting Rights Act exnrezily providss that the
fallure of the Attormoy General to object dozs ot

1Y ey subsetucat Judicisl getion to enjofia the
emfor e=eal #f Suca chan>ss.

With respest to the chsnzes in the method of
elaciion for the Boxrd of Cormissioncrs aad the Beard
of Education, we have ecarefully coasidered the {afor-
z2t{on provided fn your subcission, as woll as
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{nforcstioa and corrents from other interested psrties,
We bave givea great weight to the factors considered -
by thc Supnrem2 Court in Vhite v, Rezester, 412 U.8.
753 (1573) and in United Stestes v, Beer, 44 U,S.L.W,
4435 (Msreh 33, 197¢). Accordingz to infermation
provided us no black hass ever beecn elected to office
ian %iilkes County and there ere fndications that s
patterns of racial bloc voting sufficleat to preclude
electicn of any minority mexber under the at-large
systex of electing m=y exist, Our examinstion also
revesls evidenze of res{desntial patterns in the City
of Weshingtin, the prinzipal eity in the county, '
sufficient tc offer under & system of fairly drawn
single mexrder districts a ressounable opportuanity for
minority political zepresentation.

Under these circumstances we are wnadble to

conclude, as we sust under the Voting Rights Act,

that the use of the at-larze systexr of election in
Wilkes County does not have the effect of discrixi-
it {ng on account of race or eolor, Therefore,

sinze the county has the burden of provianz that these
chanzes do aot have a racislly discrizinatory purpose
or efiect, I wust on behalf of the Attorney Cenersl
interpose an objection to the chanzes in the method
of election of the Wilkes County Board of Educatiom
and Board of Commissiomers,

Of course Section S perxzits you to obtain &
declaratory judiment from the United States District
Court for the District of Columbia thet these changes
bave meither the purpose nor effect of denying er




-3-

ebridzing the right to wvote on account of race or
color. However, umtll such a jJudzment 43 obtsined,
the lezzl effect of the objection by the Attorney
General 4s to teander the changes unenforceabla.

Sincerely,

J. Stanley Pcttinger
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division




